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I
f you’re planning the vacation of a lifetime, you
can’t exactly go wrong with the South Pacific…
though you may agonize over which of the region’s
spectacularly gorgeous places to choose. Whether
you opt for a luxurious all-inclusive resort on Fiji,
an overwater bungalow floating above a languid

lagoon in French Polynesia, or a quiet retreat in the Cook
Islands, the South Pacific has you covered. 

THE ISLANDS OF FRENCH POLYNESIA:
TAHITI, MOOREA AND BORA BORA

LAGOONS
Tahiti and its sister islands Bora Bora and Moorea have an
edge when it comes to sheer startling beauty. Their lagoons
are famous for their magnificent shades of blues and greens.
They also teem with hundreds of colorful tropical fish,
making for excellent snorkeling opportunities. The Sofitel
Moorea Ia Ora Beach Resort sits right at the edge of a
crystalline turquoise lagoon on a pristine white-sand beach.
Behind it, rugged green mountains tower up to the sky.

OVERWATER BUNGALOWS
Moorea and Bora Bora are full of these iconic dwellings,
which have become synonymous with the indulgent
pleasures of vacationing in French Polynesia. At the Hilton
Moorea Lagoon Resort and Spa, you can watch fish through
the glass floors of your overwater bungalow and directly
access the lagoon from your private sun deck. 

LOCATION
While none of the islands in the South Pacific are prohib-
itively hard to get to from the U.S., Tahiti is the easiest—
about an eight-hour direct flight from Los Angeles. 

THE ISLANDS OF FIJI 
DIVER’S PARADISE
No place quite beats Fiji when it comes to diving. Known
as the Soft Coral Capital of the World, Fiji features three
types of coral below sea level. It is also home to the Great 
Astrolabe Reef, where underwater visibility reaches almost
100 feet and marine biodiversity is at its best with close to
1,000 species of fish. 

ALL-INCLUSIVE RESORTS
In Fiji, all-inclusive resorts are the norm, potentially making
your vacation much more affordable. The Fiji Beach Resort
& Spa Managed by Hilton is situated on a mile of private
beachfront property and offers seven sparkling swimming
pools and rooms with floor-to-ceiling windows. An even
more upscale option would be the Radisson BLU Resort
Fiji Denarau Island, which features five lagoon pools and
an 18-hole championship golf course.

Mount Otemanu provides
the perfect backdrop to
your stay on Bora Bora.
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The South Pacific offers an island escape for every traveler. 
BY EMILY BENSON-SCOTT 

PickYour Paradise



BIGGER BEACHES
Fiji is renowned for its expansive beaches. This is especially true if
you’re staying at your own private resort and have acres and acres
all to yourself. Some of the best beaches are found on Yasawa, the
largest island in the Yasawa Group, an archipelago of teeny islands
off the coast of Fiji, where big black rocks divide long stretches of
pure white sand. 

THE COOK ISLANDS 
UNSPOILED PARADISE
With not a single traffic light on any of the 15 islands and their
beaches virtually empty, the Cook Islands are an unspoiled paradise.
An independent country associated with New Zealand, the Cook
Islands are often compared to Tahiti, minus the French. The locals
are friendly and genuinely welcoming, and their zeal for pleasure
and having a good time is contagious.

STUNNING LAGOONS 
Aitutaki’s large multihued lagoon rivals Bora Bora’s, and both are
thought to be the most beautiful in the world. For a truly luxurious
experience, stay at the Pacific Resort Aitutaki, a five-star hideaway
with private beachfront accommodations, stunning lagoon views
and spectacular spa facilities. For a quiet, low-key getaway, try
Tamanu Beach, which overlooks the sparkling lagoon. Guests here
enjoy complimentary use of kayaks and snorkeling equipment and
free tropical breakfast daily. 

HIKING
The Cook Islands’ capital, Rarotonga, offers one of the most
challenging and rewarding hikes: the Cross-Island Track. The trail
winds up to the top of Te Rua Manga (“The Needle”), a rocky
pinnacle that reaches 687 feet high, then down the other side. This
three- to four-hour hike crosses from the island’s north coast to its
south coast through some of its best natural scenery. With a lot
less cardiovascular effort, you can also see vegetation at the Maire
Nui Botanical Gardens, which contain a stunning array of local
flowers and plants. 

The Cook Islands are known for being super-relaxed and
laid-back, but you can still satisfy a craving for nightlife. Spend the
night at Pacific Resort’s Rarotonga location, which is situated on
the pristine white sands of Muri Beach and offers intimate villas
tastefully decorated in a contemporary Polynesian style.  

Whether you prefer the overwater bungalows floating above
the vast azure lagoons of French Polynesia, the luxurious all-inclusive
resorts of Fiji, or the remote seclusion of the Cook Islands, by
choosing the South Pacific as your next travel destination, you’re
guaranteed an unforgettable vacation of a lifetime. 

Contact your Travel Leaders agent today to plan that perfect
South Pacific getaway.

Let your Travel Leaders agent help make your
vacation of a lifetime come true! Whether your idea
of paradise is a luxurious all-inclusive resort, an

overwater bungalow or a quiet retreat, we’re ready
to get you on the vacation of your dreams to the islands

of the South Pacific.

LET’S
GO 

20 Postcards

Rarotonga, the most populous island of
the Cook Islands, is ideal for snorkeling;
below, canoeing is a popular mode of
transport on Tahiti.



Clockwise from above: the Pacific Resort
Aitutaki is a five-star property in the Cook 
Islands (and inset); a visitor explores Bora
Bora by bicycle; the Radisson BLU Resort is 
located on the private Denarau Island in Fiji;

the Sofitel Moorea Ia Ora Beach Resort sits on
a shimmering lagoon.
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