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Destination:
SCOTLAND

20 Postcards

Moody castles, magical cities, misty lochs... travel writer 
Emily Benson-Scott shares her journey through one of the

most enchanting places on earth. 



S
oaring high above its namesake city on an
extinct volcanic hill known as Castle Rock,
Edinburgh Castle is even better than I
expected. I want to see as much as I can of the
city and only have one day, so I prioritize the

Crown Jewels and the Scottish National War Memorial,
which ends up being the most moving part of the tour.
I make sure to stay and hear the one o’clock gun, which
gives the ships in port something by which to set their
clocks. It seems like an arbitrary time, and when I ask
my tour guide, he tells me with typical Scottish humor
and a friendly smile: “Because it costs us 11 fewer
rounds than it would at noon.”

Pleased with my tour of the castle, I walk down
the Royal Mile, the main thoroughfare that runs
through Old Town Edinburgh, in search of traditional
Scottish goods. I buy shortbread, a lambswool sweater
and an umbrella. Even though it’s June, temperatures
still hover in the 60s and, of course, Scotland is
notorious for rain even in the dry season. I then make
my way to the Writers’ Museum, which is set in a
beautiful historic house located in a side alley off the
Royal Mile. Inside, there are three floors connected by
an old winding staircase, each floor devoted to one of
Scotland’s three great writers: Sir Walter Scott, Robert
Louis Stevenson and Robert Burns. The museum is a
bibliophile’s dream—full of manuscripts, first editions,
portraits and the printing press on which Scott’s
Waverley Novels were first produced.

Having experienced Edinburgh’s Old Town, I’m
ready to see the cosmopolitan side of the city and head
to Princes Street, the prestigious shopping district with
stores on one side and open green spaces and the river
on the other. I’ve had such a full day already that I make
a slight detour for some coffee at The Elephant House,
where J.K. Rowling famously spent hours penning
“Harry Potter.” I browse a while in Jenners, the well-
known department store, before retracing my steps to
have dinner at The Witchery, which is nestled in a
dramatic 16th-century building at the gates of
Edinburgh Castle.

Surrounded by antique gilded candlesticks and
opulent red-leather upholstery, I start with the pea and
mint velouté accompanied by scrumptious cheddar
scones from the Isle of Mull. For my main course, I
delve into the delicious Heritage Tomato Tart made
with mascarpone custard and tomato jelly. When I ask
my server where I might find live music to cap off my
night, she tells me there’s an open session around 9
p.m. every evening at Sandy Bell’s, a traditional

Scottish pub near the University of Edinburgh. Perfect,
I think, and forgoing dessert, take a cab to 25 Forrest
Road. It is jam-packed with locals, and I can
understand why. As I sip my delicious dark beer
listening to the giddy screech of fiddles, I feel like I’ve
found the soul of Scotland right here in this cozy little
pub.

After a full day exploring Scotland’s capital, I’m
ready to head north to the Highlands for more castles,
whiskey, lochs and wildlife. After a quick stop at
Glengoyne Distillery to break up the almost four-hour
drive, I end up at the picturesque ruins of Urquhart
Castle. Built on an uneven rocky promontory on the
edge of Loch Ness, rumor has it that this is the best
place for a sighting of the eponymous monster.

The next morning, I can see mist over the loch and
sheep grazing in the fields; I’m in heaven. After some of
the best scrambled eggs I’ve ever eaten, I head to the
region’s most famous castle, Eilean Donan, which is
located on an island where three sea lochs meet. I am
already somewhat familiar with this castle since it’s
featured in the movie “Highlander,” not to mention on
innumerable shortbread tins along the Royal Mile. But
there is no substitute for seeing it in person and I can
feel the splendid isolation of the place. Before departing,
I climb up the hill to get a picture of the castle with the
Isle of Skye looming in the distance.

Although I am sad to leave the Highlands, I am
also excited to see Fife and the coastal villages of East
Neuk. The historic fishing village of Pittenweem is one
of the most active and picturesque. Walking around
the harbor, I marvel at the gorgeous whitewashed
buildings with their red-tiled roofs. I enjoy fresh
seafood for dinner before turning in for the night.

In the morning, I make my way to my final
destination: Glasgow. I conclude my trip with a visit
to the 12th-century Glasgow Cathedral, followed by
GoMA (the Gallery of Modern Art) in Glasgow’s city
center. I enjoy my last meal at Red Onion, which is
already gearing up for 2015—Scotland’s Year of Food
and Drink. Straddling the Old World and the new on
my final day seems the perfect tribute to Scotland, a
country both steeped in tradition and thrillingly
cosmopolitan.

So, whether you’re in the mood for shopping in
Edinburgh while brushing up on Scotland’s literary
history, castle-spotting and whiskey-tasting in the wild
Scottish Highlands, enjoying the colorful fishing
villages of Fife or admiring modern art in Glasgow, this
magical land has it all. TL

GETTING
AROUND:

Scotland has a very modern
and reliable train system,
ScotRail, which travels
throughout the country to
almost all major points of
interest. Save time by buying
tickets in advance. 

WHEN TO GO:
Be sure to visit for

the upcoming Year of Food
and Drink in 2015, when you
can savor traditional Scottish
fare, fresh seafood and the
finest whiskeys.

PLAN AHEAD:
Circumvent a

potentially daunting line and
buy tickets to Edinburgh
Castle ahead of time. 
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LET’S
GO

Explore the beauty of Scotland with Globus’ 14-day Scottish Highlands & Islands tour. From a welcome dinner in Glasgow to
the stunning scenery of Loch Lomond, you will love every minute of Globus’ most comprehensive Scotland vacation. You’ll visit
Edinburgh, St. Andrews, Inverness, the Orkney Islands and more, along with visits to castles, a whiskey distillery, the Ring of
Brodgar and a 5,000-year-old Neolithic village. Departs May 30, 2015, from $3,529 per person (airfare additional).

CALL US

Call your Travel Leaders
agent today and we’ll use
our personal experiences
and international
relationships to plan an
extraordinary
customized Scotland
vacation just for you.

View on Portree, Isle of Skye

“I end up at the picturesque ruins of
Urquhart Castle, built on an uneven rocky
promontory on the edge of Loch Ness.”

Urquhart Castle and Loch Ness
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Clockwise from top: Edinburgh cityscape;
Eilean Donan Castle; High Street, Edinburgh;
the Clyde Arc Bridge in Glasgow; Highland
cattle in the Scottish Highlands.
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